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ABSTRACT 



The shared disk array which incorporates a plurality of disk 
apparatus storing the contents including the digitized video 
data and a plurality of element servers are connected to the 
shared channel network suitable for the multi-initiator 
architecture, whereby each of the element servers can physi- 
cally share the shared disk array via the shared channel 
network. Further, each of the element servers is provided 
with the network interface suitable for the high-speed trans- 
mission and the band-width reservation, so that the contents 
stored in the shared disk array are read out in response to the 
request form the client, thus being output of the communi- 
cation network via the network interface. 

16 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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DISTRIBUTION MULTIMEDIA SERVER 
SYSTEM USING SHARED DISK ARRAYS 
CONNECTED IN A CHAIN AND HAVING 
TWO PORTS EACH THAT ARE STRIPED 
WITH DIGITALIZED VIDEO DATA 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a storage sharing-type 
distribution multimedia server system which is capable of 
servicing with minimum copying by storage sharing when 
multiple accesses are made to the same contents. 

A video server system may be used as a typical multime- 
dia server system. One of the functions of the video server 
system is to provide a client with digitized video data stored 
in a storage, in response to a request from the client. In 
general, the video data are compressed, for example, using 
the MPEG (Moving Picture Experts Group) method, and are 
provided to the client at a given transfer rate corresponding 
to a reproducing time. To guarantee the transfer rate, the 
video server system often employs as the server's output, an 
ATM (Asynchronous Transfer Mode) network which can 
arbitrarily change the band-width (the speed of transferring 
information) during transferring. The ATM features trans- 
ferring a mixture of voice data, moving picture data, and 
computer data. It divides any data into fixed-length data 
units of 48 bytes, and further adds a header of 5 bytes to the 
fixed-length data to prepare a cell of 53 bytes, thus switching 
in units of cells. 

In order to realize such a video server system in the 
distribution-type model, a plurality of element servers, 
which manage the services of transferring necessary infor- 
mation in response to a request from a client share the 
contents of the information including the video data. 

The loosely-coupled distribution -type server system in 
which the servers each have the disk array, occasionally does 
not share the contents at all. In this case, there is a drawback 
that the allotment of the processes and the distribution of the 
loads among the element servers, and the making of a 
backup copy are impossible because of the difference of the 
functions among the element servers. To solve the problem, 
each of the element servers holds a copy of the contents of 
the other element servers. However, allowing n element 
servers, for example, to hold all of the contents, requires 
storage n times larger than sharing the contents, which 
results in a cost disadvantage. 

As stated above, it is significant to share the contents 
among the plurality of element servers in the distribution- 
type server system. However, in general, it is difficult to 
share the contents in a typical network distribution-type 
server system. The reason is as follows. Sharing the contents 
data via the network is theoretically possible. However, 
when sharing a large amount of data such as video data, the 
load over the network increases immensely. Particularly, 
since the video data requires continuity and stability thereof, 
it is essential to guarantee the transfer rate of data as 
described above. 

Recently, a distribution system based upon a ATM net- 
work has been used to meet such a request. 

As stated above, in the loosely-coupled distribution-type 
server system, sharing the contents is difficult, and the 
allotment of the processes, the distribution of the loads 
among the element servers, and the making of the backup 
copy cannot be readily realized. To attain this object, each of 
the element servers needs to hold the same contents. In other 
word, all of the contents need to be made with the same 
number of copies as the element servers. Such a system has 
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the drawback that the storage capacity for storing the 
contents increases in proportion to the number of the ele- 
ment servers. 

To solve this problem, there is a method of multiplexing 

5 only the contents that are frequently accessed, but not 
copying the contents that are rarely accessed. In this case, 
the algorithm of allotting the processes among the element 
servers is complicated with its reduced flexibility. 
Furthermore, even if applying the method, when a failure 

10 occurs in an element server which holds the contents that no 
copy thereof has been stored in the other element servers, the 
other element servers cannot make a copy of the contents. 

In the distribution-type server system which employs the 
ATM network, when an element server is requested to 

15 deliver video data, for example, if the requested contents 
have been stored in a storage device physically connected to 
one of the other element servers, the element server must 
output the contents data after receiving them via the net- 
work. This function results in disadvantages in performance 

20 and cost by the transfer process between the element servers, 
and also the network might decrease in stability, which 
depends upon the load thereover. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a storage sharing-type distribution multimedia 
server system that can readily realize sharing of contents by 
physical sharing of a storage apparatus itself by each ele- 

3Q ment server. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, a 
storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server system 
comprises a shared disk array which includes a plurality of 
disk apparatuses. Each disk apparatus stores contents having 

35 multimedia data. A plurality of element servers transfers 
information corresponding to a request from a client and 
includes a network interface which is connected to a com- 
munication network accommodating the client. The plurality 
of element servers reads the contents out of the shared disk 

40 array in accordance with the request from the client and 
outputs the contents to the communication network via the 
network interface. A shared channel network connects the 
plurality of element servers and the shared disk. 

In the storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 

45 system, each of the element servers can physically share the 
shared disk array via the shared channel network, that is, 
completely share the contents stored in each of the disk 
apparatuses of the shared disk array, thereby enabling allot- 
ment of processes, distribution of loads, and making of a 

50 backup copy, and also allowing effective use of the output 
performance of the whole shared disk array at the maximum 
performance of the shared channel network. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, in 
a storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 

55 system, the plurality of disk apparatuses each are provided 
with two connection ports, wherein one of the connection 
ports is connected to a first shared channel network while the 
other is connected to a second shared channel network 
(which is independent of the first shared channel network), 

60 and two element server groups are respectively connected to 
the first and second shared channel networks. 

The storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 
system enables duplex configuration or dual configuration of 
the above system. Consequently, this allows access via both 

65 of the first shared channel network and the second shared 
channel network. Even though the output performance of the 
whole shared disk array exceeds the maximum performance 
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of one shared channel network, each of the disk apparatuses According to an eighth aspect of the present invention, in 

can operate at its maximum. Furthermore, in case a failure a storage sharing- type distribution multimedia server 

occurs in one of the shared channel networks, it is possible system, the storage sharing-type distribution multimedia 

to make a backup copy, thus enhancing system reliability. server system according to the first, second, third, fourth, or 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, in a 5 fifth aspect, is constructed in such a fashion that the plurality 

storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server system, 0 f disk apparatuses constituting the shared disk array or the 

the plurality of element servers include m (m denotes an m shared disk arrays are classified into a plurality of disk 

integer greater than two) shared channel network interfaces, groups over the shared disk ^ny or the m shared disk 

and share m shared disk arrays via m shared channel a s Each of the contents ^ st0 red over all of the disk 

networks connecting to the m shared channel network 10 apparatuses in each of the disk lhrough striping . A 

interfaces The storage sharing-type distribution multimedia ific element ^ 0f aU of the ^ of dement 

server system enables each element server to share the ^ tQ each of ^ ^ aQd 

sharing disk arrays, thereby realizing a large scale configu- , t - 1 , , c . , * iL 4L 

ration select one of the disk groups for use in accordance with the 

" „ n t . . contents requested by the client. Herein, each element server 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, in u ^ ided ^ mmminiiaSioa means for ^ in exchang . 

a storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server ^ information among the element servers. A specific 

system, which is a combinaUon of the system according to elemen , se[wt Qr aU of , he elemen , sawa hold MoTmhtion 

the second aspect and the system according to the third denotin conditions of each of the disk groups by 

aspect, the plurality of disk apparatuses include two con- communicating with ^ other element servers using the 

nection ports. One of the two connection ports of each d^k 2Q communication means> which enables sche duling of 

apparatas is connected to the first shared channel network accesses tQ (he disk based ±e information 

while the other is connected to the second shared channel dcnoting the mage cond itions. 

network (which is independent of the first shared channel , , ,, . , 

network). Afirst shared channel network group and a second . contrast «° *e sy*em according to the seventh aspect, 

u j u 1^1 1 m the storage shanng-type distribution multimedia server 

shared channel network group respectively include a plu- „- , & , , , <• 1 1 

,., c a t u 1 u 1 . 1 Jt 1 t« c 25 system, the correspondence between each of the element 

rality of first shared channel networks and a plurality of J ' . * r it . A ^ , Ai _ 

J A , , , , , , j.u* i * servers and each of the disk groups is not fixed, thus 

second snared channel networks, and the two element server , . , . - r 

groups are respectively connected to the first and second enhancing degree of freedom of distributing loads 

shared channel network groups. The storage sharing-type amon S [ he element s f. rveis * ^ ^tern however, requires 

distribution multimedia server system enables the duplex w f ^ uent commumcation in order to schedule among the 

configuration or the dual configuration of the system accord- 30 element servers, which gives a large overhead to inter-server 

ing to the third aspect. scheduling. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, in a A storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 

storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server system, *y** m according to a ninth aspect of the present invention, 

a plurality of systems according to the fourth aspect are 35 reduces the overhead °[ 'f '-server scheduling, and further 

connected to each other in a chain, which constructs a large comprises a master scheduler which is connected to each 

scale configuration element server via the communication means for use in 

a ... • . r iL . ■ exchanging information, schedules among the element 

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, in a j n * *u * c *l v * *u 

, ? . , K if* j- * servers, and allocates the request of the client among the 

storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server system, , " „ . . , , , <■ t_i 

r « . j . . , • «• element servers. Herein, the master scheduler preferably 

the storage shanng-type distribution multimedia server sys- 40 . , , , . c , . . . r , , c J 

1 • , »u fi * 1 • 1 p , 1 w includes dehvenng means for dehvenng a timmg signal for 

tern according to the tirst, second, third, tourth, or tilth . , . ; 0 - „ , * . 

, 4 , . , - , . ' 4 4 ' „ 4 use in synchronizing the operations of all element servers to 

aspect, is constructed in such a fashion that the contents , /, , , r , . c 

. j • .1 1 j 1 • 1 4l _ , 1 1 • 1 each other, and holding means for holding information 

stored in the snared disk array or the m shared disk arrays are , A . j ** c 1. j- 1 1. u .u 

1 . 1 j . 1 / . • . . • .1 j ■ 1 denoting usage conditions of each disk group, whereby the 

stored over the disk apparatuses constituting the disk array , & . : r . ... * j- 1 • 

u c *u 1 1 * i_ i_ ?• • .1. l master scheduler schedules accesses to the disk groups m 

or each of the m disk arrays through striping, thereby 4 c , . 1,1 .« . • . , , „ & , r 

... * * *u u c ui e synchronization with the timing signal and allocates the 

maximizing per contents the number of users capable of J , r „ ^ 1 . 

i t 1 4.' 1 ■ • • request of the client among the element servers, 

simultaneously utilizing a service. ^ & 

According to a seventh aspect of the present invention, in BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 

a storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

system, the storage sharing-type distribution multimedia 50 ^ T ^, n . e , 

server system according to the first, second, third, fourth, or 1 is u a block dia S r ? m sh ° mn * the configuration of the 

fifth aspect, is constructed in such a fashion that the plurality stora 6 e taring-type distribution video server system 

of disk apparatuses constituting the shared disk array or the accordm g to a fct emboduDent ° f P resent inventl0 °i 

m shared disk arrays are classified into the same number of FIG - 2 1S a block dia g ram showing the configuration of the 

disk groups over the disk array or the m disk arrays as the 55 stora S e sharing-type distribution video server system 

plurality of element servers sharing the disk array or the m according to a second embodiment of the present invention; 

disk arrays, which respectively correspond to the plurality of FIG- 3 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the 

element servers. Each of the contents is stored over all of the storage sharing-type distribution video server system 

disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through striping. according to the third embodiment of the present invention; 

The element servers ordinarily read the contents out of the 60 FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the 

respective disk groups, and when a failure occurs in an storage sharing-type distribution video server system 

element server, inherit a disk group corresponding thereto. according to a fourth embodiment of the present invention; 

Since the striping area in the storage sharing-type distri- FIGS. 5A and 5B are block diagrams showing the con- 

bution multimedia server system is small in comparison with figuration of the storage sharing-type distribution video 

the system according to the sixth aspect, the waiting time 65 server system of FIG. 1 having the scheduling function of 

from the request of the client to the permission of reading the disk apparatus according to a fifth embodiment of the 

out the data block at the head of the contents is shorter. present invention, and an example of striping; 
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FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing an example of apply- (3) Since the point-to-point communication between arbi- 

ing the configuration of FIG. 5 to the distribution server trary apparatuses (including the host computer) is 

system of FIG. 3 and striping over the sharing channel available, it is easy to manage the system, 

networks; (4) It is possible to use a SCA (Single Connector Attach- 

FIG. 6A is a timing diagram illustrating the timing of user 5 ment for small SCSI Disk Drivers) connector identical 

accesses to a single disk apparatus; with the P arallel SCSI connector. 

i-t^. /ti- ■ j ■ ........ r (5) It is possible to transfer data over a long distance, such 

FIG. 6B is a timing diagram illustrating the timing of user w 

accesses to a multiple disk apparatus; , ome ers ; , , . - 

_ „ , . , „ . „ , (6) It can serve as both the interface and the network for 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the M aQ extemal e apparatus . 

storage sharing-type distribution server system of FIG. 1 ^ j q£ ^ shafed chanflel Q&two± ^ b ^ 

having a scheduling function of the disk apparatus according fof e te a { connection> Alternatively, the shared 

to a sixth embodiment of the present invention; channe , network 13 may be a bus or a fabric 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the connection (the HUB or the exchange network), 

storage sharing-type distribution server system of FIG. 1 15 The element servers 12-1 to 12-N share the shared disk 

having a scheduling function of the disk apparatus according arra y n v ia the shared channel network 13. Responding to 

to a seventh embodiment of the present invention; and the request from each client 15 connected to the communi- 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the cation network 14, the element servers 12-1 to 12-N read the 

storage sharing-type distribution server system of FIG. 1 corresponding contents data out of the specific disk appa- 

having a scheduling function of the disk apparatus according 20 ratus 110-i (i denotes one of 1 to n), and transfers them to the 

to an eighth embodiment of the present invention. communication network 14 through the respective network 

interface 120 at a given transfer rate, for example. A com- 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE munication scheme of high-speed transmission and free 
INVENTION band-width reservation (arbitrary changing of the band- 
Hereinafter, the preferred embodiments according to the 25 width (transfer rate of information) during transmission) is 
present invention applied to a video system, will be now employed through the network interface 120. In one 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. embodiment of the present invention the communication 

FIG, 1 showing the first embodiment of a storage sharing- " ctw °* " an A ™ " etw ° rk or * C f\ net ™ k 

type distribution video server system according to the (^pable of distributing video data) via a headend, and the 

present invention 30 clients 15 may be computers connected to the communica- 

A ... « . . . , tion network 14 or set-top-boxes (STB) connected to the 

The storage sharmg type distribution video server system caD i e 0 f the CATV 

comprises a shared disk array 11, a plurality of element s ,„ sharing . ty pe distribution video server sys- 

servers 12-1 to 12-N a shared channel network 13 a (em of F , G j since , he efemcnt m to 12 . N share 

communication network 14, a plurality of cl.ents 15, and a 3J ^ shared disk u Wa , he shared channel Qetwork 13 

p urabty of network interfaces 120. The shared disks array ^ . letel snare me (for e le> of video 

11 may include, for examp e, a RAID (Redundant Arrays of d > stQred . ^ disk us U(M m each ^ 

Inexpensive Disks). The element servers L2-1 to 12-N are „ ^ M ^ ^ difference m of , he 

connected to the shared disk array 11. Each of the plurality element ^ tQ 12 . N Accordingly> lhe load djslri . 

or element servers 12-1 to 12-N is connected to a commu- ... . i jl * ** «iT « u 

\ . , , 7l ., " 40 bution can be realized by constructing the system in such a 

mcation network (the video distnbu ion network) 14 via one manner ^ each ^ ±5 { ^ abQUt ^ toad conditions 

of a plurahty of high-speed network interfaces 120. Qf me servefS ^ tQ ^ and sends a request tQ 
The shared disk array 11 includes a plurality of disk the element server depending on load condition, such as the 
apparatuses 110-1 to 110-n. Each of the disk apparatuses element server 12 which is burdened with the least load. In 
110-1 to 110-n stores therein the contents including the 45 0 ne embodiment of the present invention, one of the element 
digitized video data (the data may be compressed through 12 _ x l0 12 . N a i ways determines the load conditions 
the MPEG method). The shared channel network 13 con- of the e i emem servers 12-1 to 12-N as the master, and each 
necting each of the disk apparatuses 110-1 to 110-n and each client 15 inquires about lhe load conditions of the elements 
of the element servers 12-1 to 12-N is an interface suitable servers 12-1 to 12-N from the master, 
for a multi-initiator architecture (the architecture which 50 In addition, in the distribution video server system of FIG. 
permits each server to act as the master) such as the FC-AL x since lhe are shared by the plurality of element 
(Fiber Channel-Arbitrated Loop). The FC-AL enhances the n _ r t0 12 _ N , whichever one of the element servers 
performance of input/output transactions, as compared with 12 .j t0 12 . N breakSj the system can preserve the ^ncdon 
the existing parallel SCSIs, such as SCSI (Small Computer perfectly although the performance of the whole system 
System Interface), the FAST SCSI, and the WIDE SCSI. For 55 dec lines. Further, making a backup copy in terms of the 
example, the FC-AL can read and write a file of 4 kilobytes contents and the function, can be realized by adding before- 
more than 4000 times a second. Employing the current hand an element server acting for hot standby to the element 
WIDE SCSI allows inputting the outputting the same file servers 12-1 to 12-N. 

1500 times a second only. The features of the FC-AL are as FIG. 2 shows the configuration of a second preferred 

following. 60 embodiment of the storage sharing-type distribution video 

(1) It designates the destination using an absolute address. server system according to the present invention, which 
Therefore, in the case that a failure occurs in a hard disk includes improvements of the first embodiment of FIG. 1. 
apparatus, it is possible to continue the operation of the i n general, some disk apparatuses for the FC-AL are 
other hard disk apparatuses with no initialization of the provided with two ports for duplex. Typically, the duplex of 
whole system. 65 ihe interface at a server side is accomplished through 

(2) It is possible to continue the operation regardless of a connection of the server using a plurality of interfaces, 
breakdown of a plurality of apparatuses. thereby enhancing the reliability of the disk apparatus. On 
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the contrary, in this embodiment, connecting the two ports of 
the disk apparatus to the two independent shared channel 
networks equivalent to the shared channel network 13 in 
FIG. 1, enables the two shared channel networks to share the 
disk apparatus. 

More specifically, in the storage sharing-type distribution 
video server system in FIG. 2, the storage sharing-type 
distribution video server system comprises a shared disk 
array 21, a first plurality of element servers 22-11 to 22-1N, 
a second plurality of element servers 22-21 to 22-2N, first 
and second shared channel networks 23-1 and 23-2, a 
communication network 24, a plurality of clients 25 and a 
plurality of network interfaces 220. The shared disk array 21 
comprises a plurality of disk apparatuses 210-1 to 210-n. 
Each disk apparatus includes first and second connection 
ports wherein each of the first connection ports of the disk 
apparatuses 210-1 to 210-n is connected to the first shared 
channel network 23-1 and each of the second connection 
ports thereof is connected to the second shared channel 
network 23-2. The element servers 22-11 to 22-IN are 
connected to the first shared channel network 23-1, and the 
element servers 22-11 to 22 -IN are connected to the first 
shared channel network 23-1, and the element servers 22-21 
to 22-2N are connected to the second shared channel net- 
work 23-2. Each of the element servers 22-11 to 22-IN to 

22- 2N is connected to the communication network 24 via a 
respective network interface 220. 

In the distribution video server system of FIG. 2, since the 
shared disk array 21 is accessible from both of the shared 
channel networks 23-1 and 23-2, even if the whole output 
performance of the sharing disk array 21 exceeds the per- 
formance of each of the shared channel networks 23-1 and 

23- 2, each of the disk apparatuses 210-1 to 210-n can 
execute the operation at its maximum. Furthermore, even if 
a failure occurs in one of the shared channel networks 23-1 
and 23-2, the other can operate as a backup, that is, each 
client 25 connected to the communication network 24 is 
capable of sending a request to an element server 22 over the 
normal shared channel network 23, thus preserving the 
reliability of the system. 

In this way, in comparison with the server system in FIG. 
1 the server system in FIG. 2 can realize the duplex 
configuration (the configuration that one of the shared 
channel networks 23-1 and 23-2 waits as the hot standby), 
and the double configuration (the configuration that both of 
the shared channel networks 23-1 and 23-2 operate). 

FIG. 3 shows the configuration of a third preferred 
embodiment of the storage sharing-type distribution video 
server system according to the present invention, which 
includes improvements of the first embodiment of FIG. 1. 
The storage sharing-type distribution server system com- 
prises a plurality of shared disk arrays 31-1 to 31-m, a 
plurality of element servers 32-1 to 32-N, a plurality of 
shared channel networks 33-1 to 33-m, an information 
delivery network 34, a plurality of clients 35, and a plurality 
of network interfaces 320. 

In FIG. 3, each of the element servers 32-1 to 32-N 
includes respective m(m denotes an integer two greater) 
storage interfaces 32-11 to 32-Nm, and is connected to the 
shared channel networks 33-1 to 33-m which are each 
provided with the independent interface suitable for the 
multi-initiator architecture. Also, each of the element servers 
32-1 to 32-N is connected to the communication network 34 
via a respective network interface 320. 

Each of the shared channel networks 33-1 to 33-m is 
connected to the shared disk arrays 31-1 to 31-m, respec- 
tively. Each of the shared disk arrays 31 -i (i=l to m) includes 
a plurality of disk apparatuses 310-1 to 310-n. 
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In the distribution video server system of FIG. 3, the m 
shared disk arrays 31-1 to 31-m appear to each of the 
element servers 32-1 to 32-N to be a large scale shared disk 
array. In addition, each of the shared disk arrays 31-1 to 
5 31-m is not connected to only one shared channel network 
but is connected to the m independent sharing channel 
networks 33-1 to 33-m storage sharing distribution. Even if 
the total output performance of the shared disk arrays 31-1 
to 31-m is m times the performance of the system in FIG. 1, 
it is possible to construct the distribution video server 
system which shares larger contents, by increasing the 
number N of the element servers 32-1 to 32-N so as to 
correspond with the number m. 

FIG. 4 shows the configuration of a fourth preferred 
embodiment of the storage sharing-type distribution video 
15 server system according to the present invention, which is 
the combination of the configuration in FIG, 2 and the 
configuration in FIG. 3. The storage sharing type distribu- 
tion video server system comprises a plurality of shared disk 
arrays 41-11 to 41-lm, 41-21 to 41 -2m, and 41-31 to 41-3m, 
20 a plurality of element servers 42-11 to 42-1N, 42-21 to 

42- 2N, a plurality of shared channel networks 43-11 to 

43- lm and 43-21 to 43-2m, a communication network 44, a 
plurality of clients 45, and a plurality of network interfaces 
420. 

25 In FIG. 4, each of the element serves 42-11 to 42-1N 
includes the respective m (m denotes an integer two or 
greater) storage interfaces 42-111 to 42 -11m through 42-1N1 
to 42-lNm, and is connected to the shared channel networks 
43-11 to 43-lm having an independent interface suitable for 

30 the multi-initiator architecture via the respective storage 
interface 42-111 to 42-lNm. Each of the shared channel 
networks 43-11 to 43-lm is connected to the respective one 
of the shared disk arrays 41-21 to 41-2m. 

On the other hand, each of the element servers 42-21 to 

35 42-2N include in storage interfaces 42-211 to 42-21m 
though 42-2N1 to 42-2Nm, and are connected therethrough 
to the shared channel networks 43-21 to 43-2m (which are 
the similar to shared channel networks 43-11 to 43-lm). The 
shared channel networks 43-21 to 43-2m are connected to 

40 the shared disk arrays 41-21 to 41 -2m. 

Each of the shared disk arrays 41-2i (i«l to m) comprises 
a plurality of disk apparatuses 410-21 to 410-2n each 
including first and second connection ports, wherein each of 
the first connection ports of the shared disk apparatuses 

45 410-21 to 410-2n is connected to the shared channel network 
43- li while each of the second connection ports thereof is 
connected to the shared channel network 43-2i. Also, each of 
the element servers 42-11 to 42-1N and 42-21 to 42-2 n is 
connected to the communication network 44 via a respective 

50 network interface 420. 

Consequently, as compared with the configuration in FIG. 
3, the duplex configuration and the double configuration can 
be realized, whereby each client 45 over the communication 
network 44 can utilize the contents in the shared disk arrays 

55 41-21 to 41-2m via one of the element servers 42-U to 
42- IN or one of the element servers 43-11 to 43-2N. 

In the system of FIG. 4, in addition to the above shared 
disk arrays 41-21 to 41-2m, the shared disk arrays 41-11 to 
41-lm, are connected to the shared channel networks 43-11 

60 to 43-lm. Each of the shared disk arrays 41-11 to 41-m 
includes a plurality of disk apparatuses 410-11 to 410- In 
including first and second communication ports, wherein 
each of the second communication ports of the disk appa- 
ratuses 410-11 to 410-ln in connected to the respective 

65 shared channel networks 43-11 to 43-ln. 

On the other hand, in addition to the above shared disk 
arrays 41-21 to 41 -2m, the shared disk arrays 41-31 to 
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41-3m are connected to the shared channel networks 43-21 
to 43-2m. Each of the shared disk arrays 41-3i (i-1 to m) 
includes a plurality of disk apparatuses 410-31 to 410-3n 
each having first and second ports, wherein each of the first 
ports of the disk apparatuses 410-31 to 410-3n is connected 
to the shared channel networks 43-2i. 

In this configuration, each client 45 over the communi- 
cation network 44 can use the contents in the sharing arrays 

41- 11 to 41-lm via one of the element servers 42-11 to 

42- 1N, and can also use the contents in the shared disk 
arrays 41-31 to 41 -3m via one of the element servers 42-21 
to 42-2N. 

As apparent in the configuration of FIG. 4, the alternate 
configuration is available that a plurality of element servers 

42- jl to 42-jN (j-1, 2, . . . ) are commonly connected to the 
shared channel networks 43-jl to 43-jm and further the unit 
configurations of connecting thereto the respective shared 
disk arrays 41-lj to 41 -jm are connected to each other via the 
shared disk arrays 41-lj to 41-jm like a chain. 

In addition, assume that the combination of the element 
servers 42-11 to 42-1N, the shared disk arrays 41-11 to 
41-lm, and the shared channel networks 43-11 to 43-lm are 
a unit configuration No. 1, and the combination of the 
element servers 42-21 to 42-2N, the shared disk arrays 41-21 
to 41-2m, and the shared channel networks 43-21 to 43 -2m 
are a unit configuration No. 2. Connecting the unit configu- 
ration No. 1 and the unit configuration No. 2 is equivalent to 
connecting the sharing disk arrays 41-21 to 41-2m of the unit 
configuration No. 2 to the shared channel networks 43-11 to 

43- lm of the unit configuration No. 1, and more specifically, 
is equivalent to connecting the first ports of the disk appa- 
ratuses 410-21 to 410-2n constituting the shared disk arrays 
41-2i of the unit configuration No. 2 to each of the shared 
channel networks 43-li (i=*l to m) of the unit configuration 
No. 1. 

Thus, it is possible to construct the distribution server 
groups which are partly three-multiplexed. In this case, 
however, a distribution server and another distribution 
server not adjacent thereto do not share the contents. 

The first to fourth embodiments described above illustrate 
the distribution video server system that physically shares 
the disk apparatus (the storage); in the typical video server 
system, each of the contents commonly undergoes striping 
(storing data in a plurality of hard disk apparatus) over a 
plurality of disk apparatuses. More specifically, the first 
several frames of the video data are stored in the first disk 
apparatus, the following several frames are stored in the 
second disk apparatus, and similarly storing is sequentially 
repeated, whereby the first disk apparatus is employed again 
upon reaching to the final disk apparatus. Further, each of the 
data blocks which has experienced striping, which com- 
pletes reading in a given period of time, has the scheduling 
of reading out of the disk apparatus, in general. 

Hereinbelow, the fifth to the eighth preferred 
embodiments, in which the storage sharing-type distribution 
video server system of the first preferred embodiment fur- 
ther includes the function of scheduling the disk 
apparatuses, will be described in turn. In addition to the 
combination with the first embodiment, the scheduling of 
the disk apparatus can be combined with the second to fourth 
embodiments. In this case, since the resource such as the 
band-width of each disk apparatus and shared channel 
network is limited, managing the disk apparatuses requires 
scheduling among plurality of element servers. As the com- 
munication path are employed, for example, the following 
methods: preparing the communication among the element 
servers which is independent of the disk access to the shared 



>6,014 

10 

channel network (which is possible when employing the 
FC-AL), connecting pursuant to the network, such as 
Ethernet, and preparing the dedicated interface. 

Among the methods of installing the scheduling, there is 

5 a method that a specific element server manages the resource 
such as the band-width of the disk apparatus and the shared 
channel interface as the master. In this case, only the master 
may accept the request from the client to allocate it to the 
element servers, and an arbitrary element server may accept 

10 the request to inquire the resource conditions of the master. 
Also, with no master, each of the element servers may hold 
all of the resource information, and broadcast them to 
another element server which intends to use the resource, 
thereby allowing the coincidence of the information. 

15 FIGS. 5A and 5B show the fifth preferred embodiment 
according to the present invention, in which all of the 
contents are subjected to striping over the disk apparatuses 
110-1 to 110-n (in the sharing disk array 11) connected to the 
shared channel network 13 in FIG. 1, and are shared by the 

20 element servers 12-1 to 12-n. 

The embodiments of FIGS. 5 A and 5B maximize the 
number of users (the number of the clients 15 in FIG. 1) that 
can simultaneously utilize the service for each of the con- 
tents. Assuming that one of the contents has been stored in 

25 one of the disk apparatus 110-i (i=l to n), the number of the 
users that can simultaneously utilize the service using the 
contents, depends upon the output performance of the disk 
apparatuses 110-i itself. As shown in FIGS. 5A and SB, by 
striping one of the contents over the n disk apparatus 110-1 

30 to 110-n as the blocks 1 (block-1) to n (block-n) and the 
blocks n+1 (block-n+1) to 2n (block-2n), the number of the 
users that can simultaneously utilize the service reaches n 
times as many as the storing in one disk apparatus. 

FIG. 6 shows the striping for the storage sharing-type 

35 distribution video server system of FIG. 3 according to the 
present invention. By applying the striping of FIGS. SAand 
5B to the distribution server system in FIG. 3, data is striped 
over all of the shared channel networks 33-1 to 33-m. 
Specifically, data is striped over the disk apparatuses 310-1 

40 to 310-n that constitute the respective shared disk arrays 
31-1 to 31-m (which are connected to the shared channel 
networks 33-1 to 33-m). Thus, the number of the users who 
can simultaneously utilize the service reaches n by m times 
the number of users of a single disk apparatus. 

45 However, the scheduling of reading out of the disk 
apparatus in the configuration in FIGS. 5 A and 5B (or in 
FIG. 6) raises a problem that the waiting period of time, 
from the request by a user to the permission to read the data 
block in the header of the contents, reaches a maximum. 

50 Assume now that video data of 4 Mbps now is serviced by 
using hard disk drives (HDDs) whose data read access speed 
is about 2MB/S. 

If a single HDD is used, the data read access speed of 
2MB/S («16 Mbps) can service the video data to appro xi- 

55 mately four users. A relation between the data read access 
from the HDD and the reproduction of the video data is 
shown in FIG. 6 A since the video data must be supplied 
without interruption. As is apparent from FIG. 6 A, when a 
fourth user is to receive the service while the remaining three 

60 users are already receiving the service, the fourth user waits 
a time period of 3T at worst. 

The use of two HDDs with the striping method services 
video data simply to eight users. The striping method is such 
that certain data is divided into a predetermined unit such as 

65 dO, dl d2, d3 . . . . The divided data dO, d2, . . . d(2n) are 
stored in HDD (0) and the divided data dl, d3, . . . d(2n-l) 
are stored in HDD (1) when two HDDs are used. A relation 
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between the data read access from the HDDs and the shared disk array 11) connected to the shared channel 

reproduction of the video data is shown in FIG. 6B. The network 13, are classified into the same number of disk 

video data is divided and stored in two HDDs but the head groups Gl to Gn as the element servers 12-1 to 12- N and the 

data of the video data is stored only in one of the HDDs. striping is executed with each of the disk groups, while 

Therefore, if an eighth user is to receive the service while the 5 differing in that the correspondence between the disk groups 

remaining seven users are receiving the service, the eighth G1 and Gn and the element servers 12-1 to 12-n is not fixed, 

user waits a time period of 7T at the longest. In other words, More specifically, in the embodiment of FIG. 8, which disk 

the wait time for receiving the head data increases as the S rou P Q 0-1 to n) an element server 12-i (gl to N) 

number of HDDs increases. access ^ s d fP ends u P° n . the , requested contents. That is, the 

For a video server, the time IT is normally approximately 10 15 im P lemented in accordance with the 

10 ms. Accordingly if the number of HDDs is small the ^'Se! the system in the embodiment of FIG. 8 

wait time is negligible. However, as the number of HDDs is indudes an inter ^ r schedu i ing unit 80 which schedules 

increased, the wait time of a user that issued a service among the element gcrvera 124 t0 12 . N via lhe shared 

request increases. This increased wait time may be critical channd network n Iq this embodiment, each of the ele- 

depending on an application. is meat servers 12 _i to 12-N holds the information denoting 

Moreover, although the number of the disk apparatuses tne ^age conditions of the disk groups Gl to Gn by frequent 

connected to the server system can preferably increase in communication among the element servers 12-1 to 12-N 

accordance with the service scale, adding one disk apparatus through the inter-server scheduling unit 80, such as a noti- 

to the current disk apparatuses among which the contents are fication of the service that each thereof provides, 

distributed, requires another striping, which may be trouble- 20 Accordingly, the overhead in inter-server scheduling is 

some. large. However, this gives a large degree of freedom, 

FIG. 7 shows a sixth preferred embodiment, wherein in whereby an arbitrary element server can provide the service 

order to reduce waiting time of users, the disk apparatuses related to an arbitrary contents if the resource in the disk 

are grouped by an appropriate number, and the scheduling is apparatus is available. 

executed within each of the groups. 25 The embodiment of FIG. 8, classifies the disk apparatuses 

In FIG. 7, the disk apparatuses 110-1 to 110-n (in the 110-1 to 110-n into the same number N of groups (disk 

shared disk array 11) connected to the shared channel groups) Gl to Gn as the element servers 12-1 to 12-N 

network 13 in FIG. 1 are classified into the same number N similarly to the embodiment of FIG. 7. The embodiment of 

of groups (disk groups Gl to Gn as the element servers 12-1 FIG, 8 does not always require as many groups as the 

to 12-N, wherein the striping is performed in units of groups 30 element servers 12-1 to 12-N, because the correspondence 

Gl to Gn, between the disk groups Gl to Gn and the element servers 

In the embodiment in FIG. 7, each of the element servers is not fixed, in contrast to the embodiment of FIG. 7. 

12-1 to 12-N corresponds to the respective disk groups Gl FIG. 9 shows an eighth preferred embodiment that 

to Gn, whereby a disk group Gi (i*=l to N) can be accessed reduces the overhead of scheduling among the element 

by only the corresponding element server 12-i. When one of 35 servers, to reduce the limitation of the embodiment of FIG. 

the element servers 12-1 to 12-n breaks, another element 8. 

server wholly inherits the disk group corresponding to the The system in the embodiment of FIG. 9 further com- 

broken element server, which permits the service of the prises a dedicated master scheduler 90 which schedules 

contents stored in the disk group. among the element servers 12-1 to 12-N, and also comprises 

The embodiment in FIG. 7 solves the problems such as 40 a dedicated communication path 91 which connects the 

the waiting period of time and the add-on of an additional master scheduler 90 and the element servers 12-1 to 12-N. 

disk apparatus in FIGS. SA and 5B (or in FIG. 6). More The master scheduler 90 schedules among the element 

specifically, as compared with the functions in FIGS. 5 A and servers 12-1 to 12-N via the communication path 91, 

5B (or in FIG. 6), the configuration in FIG. 7 reduces the wherein each of the element servers 12-1 to 12-N operates 

area for striping, thus decreasing the waiting time. Also, 45 pursuant to instructions form the master scheduler 90. 

adding on additional units of group Gi does not require any In the embodiment of FIG. 9, the master scheduler 90 

further striping of the contents. Furthermore, the scheduling generates the timing signal for synchronizing the element 

among the element servers 12-1 to 12-N is advantageous in servers 12-1 to 12-N to each other, while the communication 

extremely loose coupling. The communication among the path 91 serves to transfer the timing signal to each of the 

element servers 12-1 to 12-N is practically unnecessary in 50 element servers 12-1 to 12-N, which operate in response to 

the normal operation, thereby requiring no overhead of the the timing signal. 

communication and simplifying the logic thereof. In order to enhance the accuracy of the inter-server 

On the contrary, the element servers 12-1 to 12-N corre- scheduling, it is preferable to synchronize the operations of 

spond to the respective disk groups Gl to GN; therefore, in the element servers 12-1 to 12-N to each other. Herein, the 

light of the load distribution among the element servers 12-1 55 timing signal generated by the master scheduler 90 does not 

to 12-N, the degree of freedom thereof is small, so that the require any precision in the level of the clock for operation 

number of the users who can simultaneously utilize the of the element servers 12-1 to 12-n, because the purpose of 

service related to one of the contents depends upon the load the scheduling is only to access the disk apparatuses. The 

of the clement server which holds that contents. This has the interval holds for the timing signal, and includes the average 

drawback that even though the resource in a disk apparatus 60 period of time necessary to read out of the disk apparatus 

is available, the element server managing the resource, if one block of the contents data which has undergone striping, 

busy in servicing other contents, cannot provide the service and some margin. 

relevant to the resource. In the embodiment of FIG. 9, the scheduling amount of 

FIG. 8 shows a seventh preferred embodiment, which has the element servers 12-1 to 12-N is more accurately 

improvements to the embodiment of FIG. 7. 65 executed by the master scheduler 90, independently of the 

The embodiment of FIG. 8 is similar to the embodiment transfer operation of the contents by the element servers 

of FIG. 7 in that the disk apparatuses 110-1 to 110-n (in the 12-1 to 12-N, thus improving the performance. 
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An access to the disk is managed at a time interval called 
a "slot". The disk access management is performed such that 
a single access is assigned to a single disk for one slot. When 
image data is transmitted to the network, the element server 
reads all of one stripe of data from the disk which is striped 5 
with one time slot, and sequentially sends them to the 
network. 

In order to send a single video stream this operation is 
performed for every q slots (a frequency of disk access 
required for transmitting the data at a predetermined rate.) 10 

Every element server includes a reservation table showing 
a reservation status of the disks in units of slots. 

The reservation table is a two-dimensional table which is 
indexed by a slot number and a disk number, and outputs a 
number of the element server which is performed the 15 
reservation. The disks are accessed in accordance with the 
reservation table. For example, the maximum reproduction 
time is set to three hours, if a motion picture of three hours 
is the maximum. The data during the time slot exceeding the 
three hours is deleted. This reservation table is managed to 2 o 
be identical among all the element servers. 

When a new reproduction request is issued from a user, 
the element server performs the reservation for using the 
disk which is performed as follows. 

First, a list of numbers of the disks striped with respect to 2 s 
the contents requested by the user is obtained. Assume now 
that these disk numbers are LI, L2, . . . Ls. 

This process may cause a collision of requests from a 
plurality of element servers. Therefore, in order to prevent a 
deadlock, the priority orders of the request are assigned 30 
among the element server such that a request having highest 
priority order can be reserved first. 

A simplest assignment of the priority order is a fixed 
priority order. Assume now that in the following description 
the element server having the smallest number has the 35 
highest priority order. 

In the interserver scheduling shown in FIG. 8, each server 
is provided with the reservation table. Furthermore, the 
reservation tables are updated with each other such that each 
table has identical contents. 40 

The master scheduler shown in FIG. 9 is sufficient to have 
a single reservation table. 

The disk reservation is performed for each slot as 
described above. 

Hereinbefore, the video server system (the storage 45 
sharing-type distribution video server system) according to 
the present invention has been described. However, the 
present invention can be applied to the storage sharing-type 
distribution multimedia server system which manages mul- 
timedia data including at least one of the digitized image 50 
data, voice data, and text data, in addition to the video data. 

We claim: 

1. A storage sharing-type distribution server system com- 
prising: 

a shared disk array including a plurality of disk 55 
apparatuses, each disk apparatus storing contents hav- 
ing data through striping; 

a plurality of servers for transferring information corre- 
sponding to a request from a client and including a 
network interface connected to a communication net- 60 
work accommodating the client, the plurality of disk 
apparatuses being arranged in the same number of disk 
groups as the plurality of servers sharing the shared 
disk array which respectively correspond to the plural- 
ity of servers, each of the contents being stored over the 65 
disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, the plurality of servers reading the contents cut 
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of the respective disk groups in accordance with the 
request from the client, and outputting the contents to 
the communication network via the network interface, 
wherein a disk group corresponding to a broken server 
is inherited bv one of the remaining servers; and 
a shared channel network which connects the plurality of 
servers and the shared disk array. 

2. A system according to claim 1, wherein: 

the plurality of disk apparatus are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups, and each of the contents is stored over 
the disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, and 

the plurality of the servers includes communication means 
for use in exchanging information, and a specific server 
or all of the plurality of the servers schedule an access 
to each of the disk groups by holding information 
denoting usage conditions of each of the disk groups 
and select one of the disk groups for use in accordance 
with the contents requested by the client. 

3. A system according to claim 1, further comprising a 
master scheduler connected to the plurality of servers via 
communication means for use in exchanging information, 
which schedules among the plurality of servers and allocates 
the request of the client among the plurality of servers, 
wherein 

the plurality of disk apparatus are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups, and each of the contents is stored over 
the disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, and 

the plurality of element servers select one of the disk 
groups for use in accordance with the contents 
requested by the client. 

4. A storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 
system comprising: 

a shared disk array including a plurality of disk 
apparatuses, each disk apparatus storing contents hav- 
ing data through striping, and a shared disk array 
including two connection ports; 

first and second server groups, each server group includes 
a plurality of servers for transferring information cor- 
responding to a request from a client and including a 
network interface for connecting to a communication 
network accommodating the client, the plurality of disk 
apparatuses being arranged in the same number of disk 
groups as the plurality of servers sharing the shared 
disk array which respectively correspond to the plural- 
ity of servers, each of the contents being stored cover 
the disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, the plurality of servers reading the contents 
out of the respective disk groups in accordance with the 
request from the client, including a network interface 
for connecting to a communication network accommo- 
dating the client, wherein a disk group corresponding to 
a broken server is inherited by one of the remaining 
servers; 

a first shared channel network connected to one of the first 
and second server groups and one of the two connec- 
tion ports of the plurality of disk apparatuses; and 

a second shared channel network connected to the other of 
the first and second server groups and the other of the 
two connection ports of the plurality of disk 
apparatuses, the first and second server groups sharing 
the shared disk array via the first and the second shared 
channel networks. 

5. A system according to claim 4, wherein: 

the plurality of disk apparatus are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups, and each of the contents is stored over 
the disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, and 
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the plurality of the element servers includes communica- 
tion means for use in exchanging information, and a 
specific element server or all of the plurality of the 
element servers schedule an access to each of the disk 
groups by holding information denoting usage condi- 
tions of each of the disk groups and select one of the 
disk groups for use in accordance with the contents 
requested by the client. 

6. A system according to claim 4, further comprising a 
master scheduler connected to the plurality of servers via 
communication means for use in exchanging information, 
which schedules among the plurality of servers and allocates 
the request of the client among the plurality of servers, 
wherein: 

the plurality of disk apparatus are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups, and each of the contents is stored over 
the disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, and 

the plurality of servers select one of the disk groups of use 
in accordance with the contents requested by the client. 

7. A storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 
system comprising: 

m (m an integer greater than two) shared disk arrays, each 
shared disk array including a plurality of disk appara- 
tuses storing contents having data through striping; 

a plurality of servers for transferring information corre- 
sponding to a request from a client and included with 
a network interface connected to a communication 
network accommodating the client and m shared chan- 
nel network interfaces, the plurality of disk apparatuses 
being arranged in the same number of disk groups over 
the m disk arrays as the plurality of servers sharing the 
disk array which respectively correspond to the plural- 
ity of servers, each of the contents being stored over the 
disk apparatuses in each of the disk groups through 
striping, the plurality of servers reading the contents 
out of the respective disk groups in accordance with the 
request from the client and outputting the contents to 
the communication network via the network interface, 
wherein a disk group corresponding to a broken server 
is inherited by one of the remaining servers; and 

m shared channel networks connected to the m shared 
channel network interfaces and the m shared disk 
arrays, the servers sharing the shared disk arrays via the 
m shared channel networks. 

8. A system according to claim 7, wherein: 

the plurality of disk apparatus are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups over the m shared disk arrays, and each 
of the contents is stored over the disk apparatuses in 
each of the disk groups through striping, and 

the plurality of the servers includes communication means 
for use in exchanging information, and a specific server 
or all of the plurality of the element servers schedule an 
access to each of the disk groups by holding informa- 
tion denoting usage conditions of each of the disk 
groups and select one of the disk groups for use in 
accordance with the contents requested by the client. 

9. A system according to claim 7, further comprising a 
master scheduler connected to the plurality of servers via 
communication means for use in exchanging information, 
which schedules among the plurality of servers and allocates 
the request of the client among the plurality of servers, 
wherein 

the plurality of disk apparatus are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups over the m shared disk arrays, and each 
of the contents is stored over the disk apparatuses in 
each of the disk groups through striping, and 
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the plurality of servers select one of the disk groups for 
use in accordance with the contents requested by the 
client. 

10. A storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 
system comprising: 

m (m denotes integer greater than two) shared disk arrays, 
each shared disk array includes a plurality of disk 
apparatuses storing contents having data through strip- 
ing and including two connection ports; 

a first server group and a second server group, each server 
group including a plurality of servers which transfer 
information corresponding to a request from a client 
and including a network interface connected to a com- 
munication network accommodating the client and 
including m shared channel network interfaces, the 
plurality of disk apparatuses being arranged in the same 
number of disk groups over the m shared disk arrays as 
the plurality of servers sharing the shared disk array 
which respectively correspond to the plurality of 
servers, each of the contents being stored over the disk 
apparatuses in each of the disk groups through striping, 
the plurality of servers reading the contents out of the 
respective disk groups in accordance with the request 
from the client and outputting the contents to the 
communication network via the network interface, 
wherein a disk group corresponding to a broken server 
is inherited by one of the remaining servers; 

m first shared channel networks which connected to the m 
shared channel network interfaces of one of the first 
and second server groups and one of the two connec- 
tion ports of the plurality of disk apparatuses; and 

m second shared channel networks connected to the m 
shared channel network interfaces of the other of the 
first and second server groups and the other of the two 
ports of the plurality of disk apparatuses. 

11. A system according to claim 10, wherein 

the plurality of disk apparatuses are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups over the m shared disk arrays, and each 
of the contents is stored over the disk apparatuses in 
each of the disk groups through striping, and 

the plurality of the servers include with communication 
means for use in exchanging information, and a specific 
server or all of the plurality of the servers schedule an 

N access to each of the disk groups by holding informa- 
tion denoting usage conditions of each of the disk 
groups and select one of the disk groups for use in 
accordance with the contents respected by the client. 

12. A system according to claim 10, further comprising a 
master scheduler connected to the plurality of servers via 
communication means for use in exchanging information, 
which schedules among the plurality of servers and allocates 
the request of the client among the plurality of servers, 
wherein 

the plurality of disk apparatuses are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups overt the m sharing disk arrays, and each 
of the contents is stored over the disk apparatuses in 
each of the disk groups through striping, and 

the plurality of servers select one of the disk groups for 
use in accordance with the contents requested by the 
client. 

13. A storage sharing-type distribution multimedia server 
system comprising: 

a plurality of unit configurations connected to each other 
in a chain, the plurality of unit configurations each 
including a plurality of servers, m (m denotes an integer 
greater than two) shared disk arrays, and m shared 
channel networks, wherein: 
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the plurality of servers for transferring information cor- 
responding to a request from a client and including a 
network interface connected to a communication net- 
work accommodating the client and m shared channel 
network interfaces, the plurality of servers reading the 5 
contents out of the respective disk groups, wherein a 
disk group corresponding to a broken server is inherited 
by one of the remaining servers; 

the m shared disk arrays each including a plurality of disk 
apparatuses storing contents having data through strip- 10 
ing and including two connection ports, the plurality of 
disk apparatuses being arranged in the same number of 
disk groups over the m shared disk arrays as the 
plurality of servers sharing the shared disk array which 
respectively correspond to the plurality of servers, each 15 
of the contents being stored over the disk apparatuses 
in each of the disk groups through striping; and 

the plurality of shared channel networks each connected 
to the m shared channel networks of the plurality of 
servers and one of the two connection ports of the 20 
plurality of disk apparatus, wherein: 

one of the two connection ports of the plurality of disk 
apparatuses in a unit configuration is connected to a 
shared channel network in the unit configuration and 25 
the other of the two connection ports of the plurality of 
disk apparatus in the unit configuration is connected to 
a shared channel network in an adjacent unit configu- 
ration. 

14. A system according to claim 13, wherein: 



the plurality of disk apparatuses are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups over the m shared disk arrays, and each 
of the contents is stored over the disk apparatuses in 
each of the disk groups through striping, and 

the plurality of the servers includes communication means 
for use in exchanging information, and a specific server 
or all of the plurality of the servers schedule an access 
to each of the disk groups by holding information 
denoting usage conditions of each of the disk groups 
and select one of the disk groups for use in accordance 
with the contents requested by the client. 

15. A system according to claim 13, further comprising a 
master scheduler connected to the plurality of servers via 
communication means for use in exchanging information, 
which schedules among the plurality of servers and allocates 
the request of the client among the plurality of servers, 
wherein: 

the plurality of disk apparatuses are arranged in a plurality 
of disk groups over the m shared disk arrays, and each 
of the contents is stored over the disk apparatuses in 
each of the disk groups through striping, and 

the plurality of servers select one of the disk groups for 
use in accordance with the contents requested by the 
client. 

16. A system according to claim 13, wherein the network 
interface includes FC-AL (Fiber Channel-Arbitrated Loop). 
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